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Situation

Political instability impacted Peru and a new government was formed with Dina Boluarte as first female president. The new
appointment unleashed widespread demonstrations demanding the closure of the Congress, resignation of the president, and the
advancement of general elections, among other requests. Protests were mostly concentrated in the southern regions, leading to
the closure of airports in Cusco, Ayacucho and Arequipa. Civil unrest also led to the suspension or limitation of several health,
education, child, and social protection services, including for refugees and migrants. Moreover, clashes between demonstrators
and police forces resulted in the death of 22 people.! As a result, on 15 December, President Boluarte declared a nationwide State
of Emergency partially restricting freedom of movement and assembly, as well as assigning public security duties to the Armed
Forces. Movement restrictions and violence outbreaks increases the vulnerability of many refugees and migrants from Venezuela
since it reduces their ability to earn an income to cover basic needs.

Response

GTRM partners have deepened their efforts to increase
regularization and documentation of refugees and migrants
from Venezuela as a key step for them to gain access to exercise
their rights. Thus, partners assisted 16,495 refugees and
migrants from Venezuela with general protection orientations
(10,900) and with legal counselling (5,595), the latter being
provided mostly to in-transit populations. Besides, to reduce
the socioeconomic barriers to access documentation, over
1,050 refugees and migrants from Venezuela residing in the
country received cash transfers to cover immigration
procedures, including fines. Over 660 women and girls’
survivors or at risk of gender-based violence (GBV) received
assistance, which is a 10-times increase compared to
November.  The assistance included case management,
psychological counselling, and referral to specialized services.
This corresponds with the increase in the number of breaches
to the lives of women during the month of December, with a
record of 13 femicides, 5 violent deaths and 7 attempts?.

Furthermore, 190 caregivers received capacity development
workshops to enhance parenting practices to prevent child
abuse. In Tumbes, the participation of adolescent and single-
mother families can be highlighted.

Additionally, refugees and migrants from Venezuela require
emergency and primary healthcare assistance, as the lack of
documentation and the structural challenges of the Peruvian

healthcare system cannot provide quality medical attention.
Consequently, GTRM partners provided cash transfers to 1,749
highly vulnerable people to ensure their access to health care,
of which 1,418 were refugees and migrants and 331 were host
community members. Additionally, 1,686 people were provided
consultations on sexual and reproductive health, and 1,531
people received mental health counselling, which include
orientation about available public support services. Lastly, 291
people were tested against HIV/AIDS.

Moreover, partners have complemented their intervention in
the Health Sector with initiatives aimed at improving access to
WASH. For example, 2,330 hygiene kits (individual and family)
were distributed to reduce the risk of infectious diseases,
especially among new-borns, adolescents, and women.

Over 586 refugees and migrants from Venezuela received
accommodation support. In Lima, they were hosted mostly in
temporary collective shelters (420 people), and in the bordering
regions of Tacna, Tumbes, and Arequipa (166 people) in hotels.
Along with the provision of accommodation, in the latter three
departments, along with Cusco and La Libertad, partners
supported 2,188 refugees and migrants from Venezuela with
housing kits (1,458 blankets and other shelter items, 229 first
aid kits, 42 kitchen kits and 8 kits for babies).

Food Security partners provided hot and cold meals to over
27,770 people, mostly refugees and migrants from Venezuela

1 Reuters (29 Dec 2022) Lima: Peru president backs investigation into protest deaths, available at https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/peru-president-backs-

investigation-into-protest-deaths-2022-12-29/

2 Swiss Info (18 Jan 2023) Pert reporté mas de 5.380 mujeres desaparecidas y 137 feminicidios en 2022, available at: https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/per%C3%BA-
desapariciones per%C3%BA-report%C3%B3-m%C3%Als-de-5.380-mujeres-desaparecidas-y-137-feminicidios-en-2022/48215604
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as well as host community members, notably children and
nursing mothers in shelter houses. Unlike previous months, in-
kind food assistance became a stronger mechanism to tackle
food insecurity in comparison to CVA interventions, which
reached 710 refugees and migrants from Venezuela.

Education Sector partners trained 1,858 teachers and directors
of schools in Lima, the city where most Venezuelan students are
enrolled. The trainings aimed to improve the quality of
education that students receive and subsequently increase
social and economic integration.

Partners supported 80 refugees and migrants to validate their
technical studies and labour certifications, which is a key step
to access formal jobs. In line with these efforts to improve
employability, 250 people received orientation on labour rights
and contracting processes to access decent work, and 851

people were trained to increase their competences to gain
access to decent jobs (i.e.: digital marketing, client orientation,
etc.). To improve livelihoods and contribute to the local
economy, partners implemented initiatives for the self-
sufficiency of refugees and migrants. Over 506 people attended
entrepreneurship trainings and 78 entrepreneurs received seed
capital to boost their self-employment. Secondly, 1,680 people
received support to access financial services, for instance,
through personalized coaching to access credit for their
businesses.

Finally, over 9,970 refugees and migrants from Venezuela with
special needs received 772.4 thousand USD in multipurpose
cash and voucher assistance (compared to 593.4 thousand USD
in November), which allows them autonomy to address any
cross-cutting needs.

Coordination

On 6 December, the GTRM launched the Peru Chapter of the Regional Refugee and Migrant Response Plan (RMRP) for 2023-
2024. The launch event gathered representatives from the GTRM members, the Intersectoral Working Table for Migration
Management (Ministry of External Relations), UNHCR, IOM, and the coordination of the GTRM in Peru. It was an opportunity
to present the accomplishments of GTRM during 2022, reflect about the opportunities and challenges ahead, and set the

priorities for the next two years.
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Accién contra el Hambre | ACNUDH | ACNUR | ADRA |AECID| Aldeas Infantiles | Amnistia Internacional | APPV | ASOCIACION CCEFIRO | Asociacion Scalabrinianos
| Asociacion Quinta Ola |AVSI| Ayuda en Accion | British Council | Capellania de migrantes venezolanos de la didcesis de Lurin | CAPS| Care| Caritas Chiclayo |
Caritas del Peru | Caritas Suiza | Casa Ronald McDonald | CEDEH | CEDRO | CESAL | CHS Alternativo | CICR | Conferencia Episcopal Peruana | Consejo Interreligioso
- Religiones por la Paz| Cooperazione Internazionale COOPI |COPEME| Cruz Roja Espafiola | Cruz Roja Peruana |Cuso International |DRC| ECHO| Equilibrium
CenDE| Embassy of Canada| Embassy of Sweden | Embassy of Switzerland| Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands| Embassy of the United Kingdom | Embassy
of the United States| Encuentros | FICR | FORO SALUD Callao | Fundacién Contra el Hambre | GIZ | GOAL | HELVETAS | HIAS| Humanity & Inclusion| IDEHPUCP |
ILLARI AMANECER | INPET | IRC |LWR |Mas Igualdad| OCHA | OEl | OIM | OIT | ONUSIDA | ONU Voluntarios | OPS/OMS | PADF | Plan International | PNUD |
Progetto Mondo mlal | PROSA| RCO| RET Americas | Save the Children | Socios en Salud | Sparkassenstiftung| Swisscontact| TECHO |Terre des Homes Suisse |
UNESCO | UNFPA | UNHABITAT | UNICEF | Unién Europea |UNODC | USAID/DART | WB| We World-GVC | WFP | WOCCU| World Vision.

For coordination, please contact:
lazcanom@unhcr.org, Ernesto Carbajal- ecarbajal@iom.int

Miguel Urquia- urquia@unhcr.org, Camila Cely- ccely@iom.int | For reporting Paola G. Lazcano-
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